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of Italian youth, a freer hand to private educational initiative, and
a more efficient control of the State over the proficiency of
students. The points we have, therefore, to make clear in con-
nexion with the educational laws of 1923 are the following:
(i) The new types of schools and the new fundamental charac-
teristics of the old ones; (2) the contents of the new curricula,
in so far as they bring important innovations into the life of the
schools; (3) the control of the State by way of examinations
(lesame di Stato') and the Scuola Libera; and (4) reforms in the
administration, and the purge of 'inefficient3 teachers and
officials.
The most momentous changes in the structure of the school
system are to be found in the post-primary and secondary
schools. Not much was done to alter the face of the universities,
although in their administration they acquired a quite different
status. As regards the distribution of schools in the country,
very little was changed on the whole, apart from the fact that the
number of the schools for the training of elementary teachers
was drastically reduced.
Pre-elementary schools (kindergartens, nursery schools, and
the like) were not affected by the reforms of 1923 as regards their
organization. The elementary schools preserved their external
structure to a large extent. It was, however, established that all
children must, wherever possible, pass through five forms before
they were released from their scholastic duty. In fact, the exten-
sion to five years, from the normal four years, of elementary
school attendance, was enforced for those children who were to
continue their studies in the secondary schools. Therefore, the
normal age for entering the * Gymnasiums' or the other schools
of a higher degree became eleven instead of ten. The post-
primary classes, which were grouped into the Scuole Popolari and
Scuole Popolari Professional!, changed their name into Classi
Integrative di Avviamento Professionals, On the other hand, there
were founded new schools, of a new type, the Scuole Complemen-
tari, which, as we shall see presently, took the place of the old
Technical Schools, and were given a more strictly post-primary
character than the latter used to have.
The secondary schools included till 1923, as may be remem-
bered, (i) the Classical ' Gymnasium '-Lyceum, with a course
lasting eight years, and with a modern section in the last five
forms; (2) the Scuola Complementare e Normale for the training
of teachers in elementary schools, with a course lasting six years;
(3) the Technical School, with a course lasting three years, and
giving access to (4) the various types of Technical Institutes, and
(5) an ample range of industrial, commercial, and art schools.